Tips for Scoring Essays Objectively, Quickly, and Fairly

Nola Aitken, PhD Faculty of Education
1. Score “blind,” e.g., have student name covered if possible while marking/grading. This prevents bias/halo effects and your inner conversation you might have about the student.

2. Mark one question at a time, e.g., mark all responses to Question 1 before moving on to Question 2, and so on. It makes it easier to spot what you are looking for.

3. Once all the marking is finished, sort the papers into piles according to A, B, C, (or by percentage) etc. Randomly re-mark to ensure that the “A” is similar in quality to the other “A” papers according to the criteria, and the “B” paper is similar in quality as the other “B” papers.

4. Work with a colleague to do an inter-rater reliability check (if the colleague has the same exam to mark as you).

5. Watch attractive handwriting v. messy handwriting bias.

6. Watch bias that occurs because of vocabulary, articulation, flowery terms.
7. Students “writing around” the topic. 

8. Length of paper not necessarily a factor in quality.

9. Reliability check: mark some twice using random choice.

10. Check that you are marking as fairly in the last hour of marking as you did in the first hour (sometimes tiredness affects seeing student work objectively.
11. Take regular breaks.
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