CROSS-MEDA ANALYSIS

A “cross-media” study is an examination of a story as it appears in two or more different media.

EXERCISE I

As you attempt to answer the following questions, try to explain how the differences between the two versions are related to the nature of the two media.

1.
Character: In the television or movie version

a.
How have the leading characters been changed?  For example, have they been made more likeable, younger, wealthier, more forceful?

b.
Have minor characters been eliminated, added, or substantially altered?

c.
Have relationships between characters been changed?

d.
Have other identifying characteristics been altered?

2.
Setting: In the television or movie version

a.
Has the place of the events been changed?

b.
Have the settings been made more luxurious or more poverty stricken?

c.
Have scenes been added or omitted?

3.
Language: In the television or movie version

a.
Has profanity or obscenity been removed?

b.
Have simpler or more explicit explanations been used?

c.
Has dialogue been transferred from one character to another?

d.
Has a descriptive passage been transformed into a dialogue:

4.
Conflicts: In the television or movie version

a.
Has a single problem been substituted for more complex ones in the short story?

b.
Have complex motivations and solutions been reduced to single lines of action?

5.
Theme: In the television or movie version

a.
Has the original theme been eliminated or altered?

b.
Has the theme been made more explicit?

6.
Structure: In the television or movie version

a.
Have incidents been added or omitted?

b.
Have action sequences been expanded or compressed?

c.
Has a descriptive passage been transformed into visual images?

d.
Have symbolic images been visually communicated?

7.
Ethical and Moral Standards: In the television or movie version

a.
Has virtue been made to triumph?

b.
Has evil been punished?

