Aims of The Reading Teacher

Dr. L. Fowler  


- start with where the children are and take them further   - give class time for practice, practice, practice

- provide opportunities to engage with authentic texts - provide a balance or narrative and expository texts

- teach students a large reading response repertoire

- use instructional scaffolding of modelling expert reading behavior, guided practice, and opportunities for 
independent application and choice

- help them negotiate criteria for good responses to reading and criteria for good literature 

- help them to learn to read and read to learn

- listen to individual students read aloud, give preparation time,  and coach how to improve oral  reading

- assess reading skills regularly, but don’t assess everything since our goal is to promote enjoyment too

- help students set reading goals and be aware of their own progress (metacognition skills are important)

- teach them strategies for when they get stuck: phonics, context clues, ask, pictures, keep reading and then 
go back 
to figure it out...

- encourage (and require) them to read from a variety of texts.

- provide ample silent and oral reading opportunities (DEAR, USSR etc.)

- encourage students to work on progressively more difficult texts as ready

- provides stimulating, creative activities when using texts that enhance their understanding and use of texts, 
which promote personal insight

- get students to analyzed themselves and the world around them. Facilitate learning as they make/ create 
interpretations and ask them to explain/support their choices

- talk to students about their interests, reading, things they want to know; plan for and with them.

- provide parents with regular feedback and encourage home reading programs

- respect reading for pleasure and reading with a purpose

- encourage cooperative work (buddies, groups) 

- keep track of each student’s reading choices and accomplishments

- assess in a variety of ways (see Evaluating Literacy and ministry documents)

- read orally to the class--shared reading at all levels

- motivate , and accept differences and keep communication lines open

- create an interesting, dynamic, changing classroom environment that stimulates reading (couch, cushions, 
carpets, 
library time, bulletin boards)

- support reading with spelling, grammar, vocabulary as appropriate, toward conventional format and correctness

- ensure decoding is occurring as well as understanding   - to build confidence in each reader as a good reader

- keep them aware of writers/ authors in their community     - have guest readers, writers, and speakers

- make connections between what they are reading and their own lives or  communities and real world 
information; ways of bringing it all together 

- actively promote and model reading (demonstrate the necessity of the skill)

- teach them a working knowledge of how texts are made             - tie in writing activities with reading

- to reach the goals set out for each grade in the prescribed provincial curriculum and outcomes

- move toward literacy and competency in read all kinds of texts--from medicine bottles to opening a savings 
account, to letters, newspapers, stories, etc.

- exposure to as much reading as possible (and meaningful reading)

- never using ridicule, intimidation, sarcasm; providing for a sense of dignity of each learner

- figuring out the best way to help each child improve his or her reading

- plan for progression and intellectual challenge as well as interest

- teaching reading involves active participation by each student

- familiarize them with the conventions of text, writing, and story

- involve the students in their reading, developing goals which teaching the“right stuff” from the curriculum

- need to be aware of what we teach well and push ourselves as learners

- have a time for talking and social engagement, and silent individual time

- keep abreast of changes in curriculum and resources and methods

- strategies you know inside out to support and spark interest/understanding

- phonics and whole language for a full reading repertoire

- pocket charts, shared reading, miscues, reader’s theatre, mapping, profiles, bits and pieces, six-hat thinking, 
character, alphabet, speaking, listening, viewing, writing...

- have patience--notice some natural pacing
- students are doing the best they can

- share expectations with students: by the end of_____, I expect you will be able to___________.

- be flexible and adjust as needed.


Love to read with them…read near them….read to them….read beside them…READ.
